Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
Second Sunday of Advent
December 9, 2018
8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.

Introduction to the Day
Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While
John the baptizer’s voice in the wilderness may be the principal
focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald the
coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the
baptized are called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so
doing we prepare the way for the coming of the Lord and assist all
flesh in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.”

Welcome to Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church!
If you are a visitor, please know that the restrooms are out the door
in the back of the right side of the worship space, up the ramp to the
left, across that room, and down the hall to the offices on the right
side before you get to the offices.
If you need the nursery, go out the door in the back of the right side
of the worship space, down the steps to the right, and through the
door at the bottom of the steps to your right. It has a sign on it. There
is a changing table and a rocker available there. The nursery is not
staffed.
Communion Statement
The belief of this congregation is that participation in the Lord’s
Supper is the reception of “the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus
Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ himself for us to
eat and drink” (Luther’s Small Catechism, ELW p. 1166). We believe
that “a person who has faith in these words, ‘given for you’ and ‘shed
for you for the forgiveness of sin,’ is really worthy and well prepared.
However, a person who does not believe these words or doubts them
is unworthy and unprepared, because the words ‘for you’ require truly
believing hearts” (Luther’s Small Catechism, ELW p. 1166).
Prayers for before worship and before receiving communion can be
found on page 72 in the front of Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
At this service, communion is distributed at the foot of the chancel
steps. You will be given a piece of bread to eat, then you will be given
a small cup filled with wine to drink. When you are done with the
small cup, please put it in the tray held by the next person you see,
which will either be empty or have other empty small cups in it.
Prayers for after receiving communion and after worship can be found
on pages 72 and 73 in the front of Evangelical Lutheran Worship.
May the Spirit bless our time of worship.
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GATHERING
PRELUDE:

‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime
Zion Bell Choir

Kevin McChesney

Please stand.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the Lord of Israel who comes
to set us free, the mighty Savior who comes to show mercy, the Dawn
from on high who guides us into peace.
Amen.
Let us come before God in confession.
To you, O God,
we lift up our souls. You know us through and through; we
confess our sins to you. Remember not our sins; remember us
with your steadfast love. Show us your ways; teach us your
paths; and lead us in justice and truth, for the sake of your
goodness in Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.
Children of God, come with joy and draw water from the well of
salvation. Remember the gift of baptism: your sin is washed away in
the name of ☩ Jesus; you belong to Christ; you are anointed to serve.
Stand up and raise your heads! The reign of God is near.
Amen.
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GATHERING SONG:
On Jordan's Bank the Baptist's Cry (ELW 249)

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry
announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings
glad tidings of the King of kings!
2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin;
make straight the way for God within,
and let us all our hearts prepare
for Christ to come and enter there.
3 We hail you as our Savior, Lord,
our refuge and our great reward;
without your grace we waste away
like flow'rs that wither and decay.
4 Stretch forth your hand, our health restore,
and make us rise to fall no more;
oh, let your face upon us shine
and fill the world with love divine.
5 All praise to you, eternal Son,
whose advent has our freedom won,
whom with the Father we adore,
and Holy Spirit, evermore.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray. Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your
merciful protection alert us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and
redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Please be seated.
WORD
(8:00) CHOIR ANTHEM:

Keep Your Lamps

(10:30) CHERUB CHOIR:

When He Came

Andre Thomas
by Mosie Lister

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
FIRST READING: Malachi 3:1-4
The Lord announces a covenant with Israel. A messenger like
Malachi (his name means “my messenger”) shall prepare the way
for the coming of the Lord by purifying and refining God’s people, as
silver and gold are refined.
A reading from Malachi,
1

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me,
and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The
messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is
coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears?
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3he will sit as a
refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the descendants of
Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings
to the LORD in righteousness. 4Then the offering of Judah and
Jerusalem will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as
in former years.
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The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Luke 1:68-79

68

Blessed are you, Lord, the | God of Israel,
you have come to your people and | set them free.
69
You have raised up for us a | mighty Savior,
born of the house of your | servant David. R
70
Through your holy prophets, you promised of old to save us | from
our enemies,
71
from the hands of | all who hate us,
72
to show mercy | to our forebears,
and to remember your | holy covenant.
73
This was the oath you swore to our | father Abraham:
74
to set us free from the hands of our | enemies,
free to worship you | without fear,
75
holy and righteous before you, all the days | of our life. R
76
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of | the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to pre- | pare the way,
77
to give God’s people knowledge | of salvation
by the forgiveness | of their sins.
78
In the tender compassion | of our God
the dawn from on high shall | break upon us,
79
to shine on those who dwell in darkness and in the shad- |
ow of death,
and to guide our feet into the | way of peace. R
7

SECOND READING: Philippians 1:3-11
The apostle Paul was the pastor of many new churches. He writes in
this letter about his joy to be in partnership with the Christians of
Philippi. Listen to how tender-hearted Paul, sometimes a stern
preacher, is with his friends as he encourages them to grow in love
and knowledge.
A reading from Philippians.
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I thank my God every time I remember you, 4constantly praying
with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you, 5because of your
sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. 6I am confident of
this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me to think
this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all
of you share in God’s grace with me, both in my imprisonment and
in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my
witness, how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ
Jesus. 9And this is my prayer, that your love may overflow more
and more with knowledge and full insight 10to help you to determine
what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and
blameless, 11having produced the harvest of righteousness that
comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the gospel.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

8

GOSPEL: Luke 3:1-6
John the Baptist is a herald of the saving Lord, whose way is
prepared by “repentance for the forgiveness of sins.” As we hear the
careful record of human leaders, we sense the spectrum of political
and religious authority that will be challenged by this coming Lord.
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
1

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius
Pilate was governor of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and
his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and
Lysanias ruler of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the
wilderness. 3He went into all the region around the Jordan,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins, 4as
it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make his paths straight.
5
Every valley shall be filled,
and every mountain and hill shall be made low,
and the crooked shall be made straight,
and the rough ways made smooth;
6
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.
SERMON
Please stand.
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HYMN OF THE DAY:
Comfort, Comfort Now My People (ELW 256)

1 "Comfort, comfort now my people;
tell of peace!" So says our God.
Comfort those who sit in darkness
mourning under sorrow's load.
To God's people now proclaim
that God's pardon waits for them!
Tell them that their war is over;
God will reign in peace forever.
2 For the herald's voice is crying
in the desert far and near,
calling us to true repentance,
since the reign of God is here.
Oh, that warning cry obey!
Now prepare for God a way.
Valleys, rise to greet the Savior;
hills, bow down in humble favor.
3 Straight shall be what long was crooked,
and the rougher places plain.
Let your hearts be true and humble,
as befits God's holy reign.
For the glory of the Lord
now on earth is shed abroad,
and all flesh shall see the token
that God's word is never broken.
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from
Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one
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Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For
us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became
truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he
rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and
his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who
proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the Father
and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken
through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and
apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Please be seated.

INSTALLATION OF LAY PROFESSIONAL STAFF
PRESENTATION
After prayerful deliberation, we, of Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
have appointed Cathy Nye to serve in the position of Church
Organist.
ADDRESS AND QUESTIONS
The presiding minister addresses the one being installed.
Our Lord Jesus, who came among us as a servant, calls us to faith
and a life of loving service to our neighbor. You come among us as
one invited to render a particular service, a gift from God to inspire
us to love and good works. Cathy, in the presence of this assembly
will you commit yourself to this new trust and responsibility, in the
confidence that it comes from God?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
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Will you carry out this ministry in accordance with the holy
scriptures and with the confessions of the Lutheran church and in
harmony with the constitutions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Will you be diligent in your study of the holy scriptures and faithful
in your use of the means of grace and in prayer?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Trusting in God’s care, will you seek to grow in love for those you
serve, strive for excellence in your skills, and adorn the gospel of
Jesus Christ with a godly life?
Response: I will, and I ask God to help me.
Almighty God, who has given you the will to do these things,
graciously give you the strength and compassion to perform them.
Amen.
People of God, will you receive Cathy into this ministry as one sent
to serve in the church of Jesus Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
Will you pray for her, help and honor her for her work’s sake, and in
all things strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ?
We will, and we ask God to help us.
The presiding minister addresses the lay professional.
Cathy I now declare you installed as church organist. Almighty God
bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you
may be a faithful servant of Christ.
Amen.
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PRAYER
Let us pray. O God of majesty, whom saints and angels delight to
worship: Strengthen and bless your servant Cathy who, through
your gift of music, seeks to enliven our praises and proclaim your
word with power. Through this ministry give us new awareness of
your beauty and grace, and join our voices with all the choirs of
heaven; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
A representative of the ministry where the newly installed will serve
may present her with a symbol of the ministry to be exercised. The
presiding minister may address the assembly with these or similar
words.
People of God, I present to you Cathy Nye, your church organist.
Let us welcome her in the name of Christ.
The assembly may offer acclamation with applause.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends:
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
The prayer concludes:
Confident that the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we bring to you these
prayers and those unspoken, in the name of Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace, and
may say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.
Please be seated.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MEAL
OFFERTORY:

Shepherd’s Pipe Carol

arr. Wood

Please stand as the offering is brought forward.
OFFERING HYMN: Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
(ELW 240 V.1)
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Light two candles to watch for Messiah:
let the light banish darkness.
He shall feed the flock like a shepherd,
gently lead them homeward.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits
of your creation, and with them our very lives. Teach us patience and
hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,… we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you
for the birth of creation… Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your
light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
Please be seated.
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION
COMMUNION SONG

.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN: Wait for the Lord (ELW 262)

Please stand.
SONG AFTER COMMUNION:
Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise (ELW 204)
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray. God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a
foretaste of that day when the hungry will be fed with good things.
Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the
greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
SENDING
Please stand.
BLESSING
May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one
another and for all, and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our
Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you
now and forever. Amen.
SENDING SONG: Soon and Very Soon (ELW 439)
1 Soon and very soon
We are goin’ to see the King
Soon and very soon
We are goin’ to see the King
Soon and very soon
We are goin’ to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah
We're goin’ to see the King
2 No more cryin’ there
We are goin’ to see the King
No more cryin’ there
We are goin’ to see the King
No more cryin’ there
We are goin’ to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah
We're goin’ to see the King
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3 No more dyin’ there
We are goin’ to see the King
No more dyin’ there
We are goin’ to see the King
No more dyin’ there
We are goin’ to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah
We're goin’ to see the King
4 Soon and very soon
We are goin’ to see the King
Soon and very soon
We are goin’ to see the King
Soon and very soon
We are goin’ to see the King
Hallelujah hallelujah
We're goin’ to see the King
VISION STATEMENT
From generation to generation,
we live as friends following Jesus.
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE:

Shepherds, Rejoice

arr. Powell

Material in this bulletin is reprinted under One License #729344-A, Augsburg Fortress Liscense #SAS007009, and CCLI #1956468.
From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Comfort, Comfort Now My People
Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Cathering Winkworth,
1827-1878 alt.

On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
Text: Charles Coffin, 1676-1749; tr composite
All right reserved. Used by permission

Soon and Very Soon
Text: Andrae Crouch, b.1945
Music: VERY SOON, Andrae Crouch
Text and music © 1976 Bud John Songs, Inc./CrouchMusic, admin.
EMI Christian Music Publishing.

Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah
Text: Wayne L. Wold, b 1954
Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music Richard W. Hillert, b.1923
Text and music © 1978, 1995 Augsburg Fortress
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Wait for the Lord
Text: Taize Community
Music: Wait for the Lord, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994
Text and music © 1984 Les Presses de Taize. GIA Publications, Inc.
agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, Il 60638.
www.giamusic.com All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Attendance/Offering
December 8-9 (190) General Fund Offering received $7,483.00
Midweek General Fund received $2,887.50
Weekly budgeted amount $7,480.77
Total General Fund amount received $10,370.50
th

One side vase is given by Denny & Kathy Joiner in
honor of their wedding anniversary. The other side vase is
given in honor of the birthday of Christine Boesch by
Julie Kessler & Vicki Boesch. The center vase is given
by Carol Steuk “in memory of my friend, Huan Pang”.
Worship leaders today are:
Presiding Minister: Rev. Dr. Eric L. Bodenstab
Assisting Minister: Carolyn Steinfeldt, ELCA Deacon
Organist: Cathy Nye
Senior Choir/Bell Choir Director: Ron Albert
Cherub Choir: Jenn Long & Tricia Stradtman
Acolyte: (8:00) Hunter Scally (10:30) Isabella Riedy
Lector: (8:00) Michael Bailey (10:30)Suzanne Jeffrey
Prayers of the People: (8:00) Betty Bickley (10:30) Ann Cerny
Children’s Message: Dale Cerny
Serving Bread: Carolyn Steinfeldt, ELCA Deacon
Communion Assistants: (8:00) John & Judy Mears
(10:30) Earl & Bea Rosen
Sound Board: (8:00) Andy Gundlach (10:30) John Nejedly
Ushers: (8:00) Jim & Jeanette Toft, Bruce Bravard, Abbey Lazzara,
Anna Lazzara, Cooter Patterson, Tom & Cindy Patterson
(10:30) Dean & Karen Slater, Chet Leser, and George &
Betty Bickley
Gathering Hosts: (8:00) Laurie Mears
(10:30) Karen Dehn & Kailin Wargo
Greeters: Julie Kessler
Altar Guild: Anna Johnson
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NEXT WEEK’S READINGS
Zephaniah 3:14-20, Isaiah 12:2-6, Philippians 4:4-7, Luke 3:7-18
CARE & SHARE VOLUNTEERS FOR MONDAY, December 10th:
Kay Eash, Chris Hamilton, Dean & Karen Slater

Weekly Bulletin Announcement Deadline: Tuesday by Noon.
Zionews Announcement Deadline for January:
Monday, December 17th.
:
Practice
today after the 10:30 am worship service.
We will begin with lunch in the basement
at 11:45 and then practice until 1:30 pm.
The Children’s Christmas Program will be
next weekend, Dec. 15-16th. Please join
the children in worshipping our Savior.
Advent Meditation and Luncheon:
Please join us on Wednesday December 12th , and 19th at
Noon as we share a time of reading and reflection followed
by a light lunch in the Gathering Room. All are welcome!
Christmas Services:
Saturday, December 22th: Fourth Saturday of Advent 6 p.m.
Worship
Sunday, December 23th:
Fourth Sunday of Advent 8:00 am and
10:30 a.m. Worship
Christmas Eve 7 p.m.
Family Service
Christmas Eve 11 p.m.
Traditional Candlelight Service
Broadcast Live on WLEC
Christmas Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m.
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Paint Night Event for Adopt A Cop
at Crooked Canvas.
Thursday, Dec. 13th at 5:00 pm
The Crooked Canvas is located at 5500 Milan Rd.,
Suite 362 (next to Samurai Japanese Steak House).
We want to invite any members of the congregation
who would like to be a part of painting canvases for
our officers to come to CC and enjoy some fellowship and fun. The
CC is providing all materials needed to paint the canvases and the
design has already been chosen. You just need to show up! If you
have any questions, please contact Suella Davis at 419-239-9939.
There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board and also an event
posting on Facebook for those who wish to sign-up that way.

All Youth are invited to a Youth
Christmas Party at Zion on
Wednesday, December 19th at
6:30 p.m.
We will have games and prizes!
Bring
your
favorite
holiday
food/snack to share! Bring a pair
of holiday socks filled with goodies
to exchange! See Jenn Parkison
for further details.
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Monday December 17th: Caroling at
Osborne and Meadows Nursing Home, 11 am
for anyone who would like to brighten
children’s' and staff and resident’s faces.
December Nehemiah Kids Cafe has been
changed to Dec. 20th at 4:30pm. Anyone
wishing to help is welcome. Also we are
collecting, Clorox wipes and Kleenex for staff.
Please drop them in the office. Thank you.

REMINDER: Annual reports are due by Dec. 28th. The earlier the
better!
Please
email
your
Word
document
to
Loriharris@zionsandusky.org.

Quilters will be taking a three week break from
their labor of love. They will not be meeting
Dec. 17-18, Dec. 24-25, Dec. 31, and Jan 1.
Quilting will resume on Jan. 7-8th.

23

To view the full calendar of events and
the current weekly announcements
please visit our website at
Zionsandusky.org

Sunday, December 9
8:00/10:30 am Worship
9:15 am Children of Zion
11:45 am Christmas Program Practice
6:30 pm Troop 8 Scouts - Basement

Wednesday, December 12
Christmas Memorial Deadline
7:30 am Lectionary Study–Library
9:30 am Staff Meeting
Noon – Advent Meditation/Lunch
4:00 pm Faith Formation-Library
6:30 pm Pathfinders–St. Paul
7:00 pm Council-Brick Oven

Monday, December 10
9:30 am Safety/Security Mtg.-Library
4:00 pm Foundation-Pastor’s Office
5:30 pm Temple Caretakers - Library
6:00 pm Firelands Chorus Board Mtg.
6:30 pm Quilters–Basement
7:00 pm Firelands Chorus-Sanctuary
7:30 pm Dartball at Huron

Thursday, December 13
12:00 pm Lakeside Planning-St. John’s
Fremont
5:30 pm Cherub Choir-Sanctuary
6:00 pm JOYTime-St. Paul
6:15 pm Bell Choir-Bell Choir Loft
7:00 pm Senior Choir-Sanctuary

Tuesday, December 11
9:00 am Quilters – Basement
1:00 pm Lectionary Study - Mr.
Smith’s Coffee House.

Friday, December 14
Saturday, December 15
6:00 pm Children’s Christmas Program

Pastor, Eric. L. Bodenstab
Carolyn Steinfeldt, ELCA Deacon
503 Columbus Avenue, Sandusky, OH 44870
(419) 625-2112 zionelc@zionsandusky.org www.zionsandusky.org
Firelands Lutherans Active in Mission (FLAMe)
Our 10:30 a.m. service is broadcast each Sunday over WLEC 1450 AM
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