ZIONEWS
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
June 2017
Sisters and brothers in Christ, grace and peace to you from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ.
On May 19th and 20th our Northwestern Synod gathered for the annual assembly. On the 19th, we gathered at
St. Aloysius Catholic Church for a keynote presentation from Dr. Mary Jane Haemig and a joint Roman
Catholic/Lutheran Evening Prayer in the Taize style. On May 20th, we gathered at the Bowen Thompson
Student Union at BGSU to conduct the business of the assembly, worship, and hear two more keynotes. The
Bevingtons have an article later in this newsletter describing their experience. As your pastor, I have to report
the business of the assembly.
If you're interested, you can watch any or all of the assembly at http://nwosassembly.com/video. I would
commend to you the three keynote presentations.
There were five items of business before the assembly. Three of these happen at every assembly: approval of the
budget, approval of the proposed compensation guidelines, and the election of members to synod council.
The budget was approved, both amendments for 2017-18 and the proposed budget for 2018-19. My two cents:
the Northwestern Ohio Synod has a very lean budget. While the total expenses for the synod are just over $1.6
million, we still forward 51% of the
money sent to the synod to
ELCA Churchwide ministries. This
means that the synod is
operating on around $800,000 a year!
The compensation guidelines were also
cost of living increase over last year.
pattern across the ELCA. There was a
rostered
leaders
and
other
more money for retirement.

approved. These reflect a 2%
This seems to be a standard
special
note
encouraging
congregational staff to set aside

The synod council and synod
committee vacancies were all
filled. All the non-contested ballots were approved by unanimous consent of the assembly en bloc. The rest of
the nominees were elected by simple majority ballot.

The people elected to synod council were:
• Becky Irene Seibert (Grace, Fremont) as Synod Council Secretary
• Jacob Nekoranc (St. Paul, New Rochester) continuing as North Central Conference Lay Member after
appointment
• Deborah L. Noll (St. John (Windfall), Cardington) as Southeastern Conference Lay Member
• Julie Parsell (Trinity, Wauseon) continuing as Maumee Valley Conference Clergy Member
• Anita Louise Marshall (St. Peter, Norwalk) as our own Eastern Conference Clergy Member
• Thomas S. Ritter (St. Mark, Toledo) as Toledo Area Conference Lay Member
• Brent Allen Gardner (St. Paul, Sandusky) as At-Large Lay Member
Those elected to synod committees were:
Kevin V. Wilson (Zion, Lima) as Discipline Committee Clergy Member
Timothy King Wiersma (Grace, Freemont) as Discipline Committee Lay Member
Matthew Scott Wheeler (St. John Freemont) and David R. Wietelmann (Grace, Elmore) as Consultation
Committee Clergy Members
Howard "Ardy" Gonyer (St. Mark's, Bowling Green) as Consultation Committee Lay Member
I encourage you to reach out to Pastor Marshall or Mr. Gardner if you have any questions about the work of our
synod, the synod council, or any of the synod's committees.
The two points of business that are not part of every assembly both involved updating the synod's governing
documents. At every Churchwide Assembly, updates are made to the Model Constitution for Synods and the
Model Constitution for Congregations. The parts of these constitutions that are required because our non-profit
status is through the ELCA Churchwide offices go into effect once adopted for all synod
and congregations of the ELCA. Part of these regular updates normally includes updates
to the non-required portions of the model constitutions. These portions must be voted on
by each synod in assembly and by every congregation.
The last Churchwide Assembly combined the three lay rosters of the ELCA necessitating
some language changes throughout the governing documents of all three expressions of
our denomination. Most of the changes to the constitution at this year's synod assembly
reflect these language changes in the non-required portion of the synod's constitution. As
these changes bring the synod constitution in line with the Model Constitution for
Synods, only one vote was needed to pass.
The last point of business was a significant change to the way the synod functions. Across the ELCA synods are
voting on whether or not to try a flexible approach to the timing of synod assemblies. In the constitution of the
synod, we could have assemblies every other year, but the bylaws state we must have an assembly every year.
The proposed changes to both the constitution and the bylaws offer the possibility of having as assembly every
three years with other synod-wide events in the off years. These proposed changes passed overwhelmingly
despite several concerns expressed from the floor of the assembly. This is a significant change to the
constitution not reflected in the Model Constitution for Synods so these changes will have to be ratified at the
2018 Northwestern Ohio Synod Assembly before they go into effect. This year between is a chance to explore
the implications of the proposed changes and see if we might need to amend them.
All of this business may sound dull, but the work of the assembly is not just business. There were several
workshops and lunch conversations as well as the keynote speakers intended to encourage the people of this
synod to build relationships within the synod and beyond. I hope after reading the article from the Bevingtons
you might consider going to synod assembly next year to participate in that expression of the ELCA.

Peace,
PE

Pastoral Acts
April 16, 2017 – May 15, 2017
In Memory Of:
George Gast: Irma Nimrichter
Evelyn Laepply: Her Family
Tammy Lippert: Ellen & Gregory Lippert
Denise David Wells: Mom & Dad
BAPTISM:
Evelyn Michael Bauer: daughter of Matthew & Beth (Schwiefert) Bauer 4/23/17
Beckham David Michel: son of Charlene Knerr & Aaron Michel 4/30/17
WEDDINGS:
None
FUNERALS:
None
NEW MEMBERS

Confirmands of 5/14/17
Lexis Broughton, Savannah Castello, Olivia Stacklin

A Text Study: The Revised Common Lectionary
I invite any who are interested and have the time to join Pastor Katie and myself
at Mr. Smith's as we look at the Revised Common Lectionary readings for the
coming Sunday. No preparation necessary, but it might be a good idea to bring a
way to take notes!

We meet Tuesdays starting at 1pm.
Please check the bulletin for location updates.
A Bible might be handy.

Save the Date!
Vacation Bible School
July 24-July 28
9 a.m. to noon
Ages 3 through 5th grade
Volunteer opportunities for everyone else!

Carolyn's
Summer . . . the time when we do things differently. School is out for a few months
and that gives us the opportunity to relax schedules, sleep a little later, take
vacations, and catch up on all those things that are waiting for our attention. In the
midst of all this relaxation, take time to listen for that still small voice of God. We
can hear God in the wind, the rustle of a leaf, the birds that sing, the water that
flows and ripples. God is present for us wherever we go. Psalm 46:10 says: “Be still
and know that I am God.” Be still . . . listen . . . hear what God is saying. And, take
time to follow that voice.
Have a blessed & restful summer!

Carolyn

Hello Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
My name is Jennifer Parkison and I am the new Shared Ministries Youth Coordinator
currently serving St.Paul’s and Zion Lutheran churches in Sandusky. I was previously serving as
the director of youth and family ministries at St. Paul’s for the past 5 1/2 years. In my previous
role I had the privilege of working with the confirmands of both
churches.
I am married to Todd and we have three children Alec (20)
Tanner (12) and Rylee (11). We have been living in Castalia for the
past 12 years. Both Todd and I grew up in the middle of the state
Todd in Lexington and myself in Galion and our parents still live in
those cities. I am the middle of three children older brother younger
sister and am certain that if you ask my parents they will say I have
lived up to the whole “middle child” thing. My parents divorced
when I was five and I have been blessed with a much larger family as
a result.
I am an avid Cleveland Indians fan and consider Progressive field one of the greatest
places on earth. We also cheer for the Cavs and I have one son who still believes that one day
the Browns will win the Super Bowl (if that isn’t faith I don’t know what is ;).I am a big fan of
adventure and try to look at each new day as such. I hope and pray that we will have many
exciting new adventures together.
Many Blessings,
Jenn
A quick note I will answer to Jennifer, Jenn or Mrs. Parkison (if needed) I do however prefer not to be called
Jenny.

It is THAT time of year again for Sandusky Churches Adopt A School Partnership (SCAASP) and Zion
Congregation. We will begin collecting the following supplies for The 6th Annual Back to
School Rally : 24 box crayons, glue sticks, yellow pencils, scissors and spiral notebooks. Last
year our Rally provided over 800 loaded backpacks for area students. We are also looking for
volunteers for the event from 12 to 3 PM…even if it for one hour to sit at our booth, food
service or parking aide.
Looking ahead …….Members Meeting (Old and New) in September 2017 to generate new
leads and welcome any new members of our Zion Team! Look on the Gathering
Information Board to see what SCAASP has accomplished this year.
Please call Linda Kerst 419-357-2897 or Email Lkerst@bex.net for more info.

Children of Zion
The Children of Zion meet each Sunday morning from 9:15-10:15 in the basement.
Everyone from 2 years old through 5th grade is welcome to come.
Thank you to those who have shared their time and gifts with
the Children of Zion this year. Each Sunday morning they
faithfully come to teach and share stories from the Bible with
the children. The teachers are, Tami Schultz, Vicki Boesch,
Marjorie Burton, Connie Castello, Virginia Lillian, Greg Schultz,
Anna Johnson and Annette Gallagher.

Worship Leaders for June
Dates:

8 am
Wine
10:30 am

8 am
Lectors
10:30 am

8 am
Prayers
10:30 am

Children's
Message

8 am
Sound Board
10:30 am

Greeters

6/04/17

6/11/17

6/18/17

6/25/17

Randy Koch &
Kris Stradtman

Dick & Marlene Long

Tom & Cindy Patterson

Randy Koch &
Kris Stradtman

Dan Willey &
George Clements

Ron Dahs &
Chet Leser

John & Judy Mears

Dan Willey &
Ron Dahs

Dick Long

Roger Gundlach

Andy Gundlach

Addison Stradtman

Linda Reichenbach

Laurie Mears

Hope Bailey

Mike Bailey

Doris Suman

Marjorie Burton

Judy Mears

Laura Stellhorn

Pastor Eric
Carolyn Steinfeldt

Dale Cerny

Connie Castello

Hope Bailey

Andy Gundlach

Dean Meyers

Janet Stradtman

Andy Gundlach

John Nejedly

Tim Kostel

Bob Butler

John Nejedly

Ann & Dale Cerny

Linda Reichenbach

John & Judy Mears

Ron & Carol Albert

Dennis & Margery Iehle

Bill & Barbara Biehl

Darlene Lowery

Al & Juanita Mitchell

Beth Wimmer

Andrew Castello

8 am
Jeannie Johnson
Gathering
Hosts
10:30 am Marc & Brenda Henrichsen

Ushers
8:00

Bill Wood, Chris Antel, Bill Biehl, Andy Castello,
John Castello, Terry Pearston.

10:30 TBA

ZELCW NEWS

Greetings on this wonderful Spring day! Hopefully, it is here to stay this time! As you read this, Zion's
Annual Spring Fling, is now in the past. I hope that all of you who attended, enjoyed the good food,
fun entertainment, and wonderful fellowship! A sincere THANK YOU, to all who helped organize,
shared their talent (both in performance or artistic), brought delicious food to share, set up, and
cleaned up. There is such a variety of talent in our church family! The theme, "Zion's Got Talent",
certainly fit! Thank you, to all who made the evening a success!
Summer is around the corner and with it, ZELCW's activity level will be a little less. There will not be
a board meeting in July or August. The Circle of Friends, Priscilla, and Book Connection, will not
meet in July or August. Agape will continue to meet through the summer. We will have our joint Bible
study sometime in August. The date, place, and time will be finalized at June's Board meeting and put
in the July Newsletter.
There are some summer events you may want to write on your calendar. The NW OH Women's
Convention will take place on Sat., July 29, in Findlay. It's not too late to sign up, so if you are
interested, please, contact Elaine Conley. The Women of the ELCA, Triennial Convention will be
held in Minneapolis, July 13-16. Three of us are going from Zion. The Fall Retreat will be held on
Sat., September 30, at Faith Lutheran in Fremont. There will be more details later.
The theme for the NWOH Synodical Women's Convention is: "Called to be a Living Voice: 500 Years
of Living Faith". A letter with information and a registration form can be found on the Kiosk in the
gathering room. Feel free to have the office copy the registration form, then please, return it to the
Kiosk for others to be able to copy. Registration Fee is $25. Lunch and snacks will cost $15. ($40
total) Checks should be payable to Women of the ELCA. The NWOS board will pay the registration
fee for one woman under the age of 30. Any other questions feel free to contact Carolyn Steinfeldt or
Elaine Conley.
The June dates for Circles are as follows:
Priscilla - June 1, 9:30 a.m., at 105 Cedar Brook Lane
Circle of Friends - June 7, 6:00, Potluck, at 4404 Woodridge Dr.
Agape - June 7, at 6:00, Potluck, in Zion Library
Book Connection - June 28, at 2:30, in Zion Library
May God Bless all of you with a wonderful, restful, and safe summer! Remember, as you vacation,
don't take a vacation from God! He is everywhere and He does not take a vacation from us!
Blessings,
Carla Mitchell
President ZELCW

ZELCW Monthly Group Meetings
Circle of Friends
Pot Luck

Book Connection
Wednesday, June 28
2:30 pm
Zion Library

Wednesday, June 7
7:00 pm
4404 Woodridge Drive

Priscilla

Agape
Pot Luck

Thursday, June 8
9:30 a.m.
105 Cedar Brook Lane

Wednesday, June 7
7:00 pm
Zion Library

Back to School Rally
AUG 5th
12-3 PM
New Downtown Location:
Sandusky Bay Pavilion
(This year may include a 3 day Kids Power Camp for students
leading up to the rally)
Info TBA.

Congratulations Graduates!
Congratulations and God’s blessings to Madeline
Armstrong, Gwyn Bishop, Lindsay Butler (college),
Mackenzie Butler, Brayden Clark, Erica Henrichsen,
Gabrielle Mominee, Jarret Owens, Danielle Schoewe,
William Martin Steuk, Micaela Wojnar, Luke Zahniser,
and Carly Zahniser (college) as you graduate and
take the next step on your life journey. Please let us
know what your plans are, send us contact info and
stay in touch!

2017 North Western Ohio Synod Assembly
May 19-20 BGSU in Bowling Green, Ohio
Voting Delegates: Vicki Boesch, Amanda Boesch, Rich Bevington,
Mary Ann Bevington,Carolyn Steinfeldt and Pastor Eric Bodenstab
Non-Voting Delegate: Joann Gawryszewski

This year’s Assembly, “500 Years of Grace…Then and Now” was unique in several ways.
This was Bishop Daniel Beaudoin’s and his staff’s first Synod Assembly. On Friday, we
attended a service of prayer with our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters. And lastly we
marked the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation.
On Friday evening at St. Aloysius Catholic Church we gathered to hear keynote speaker,
Dr. Mary Jane Haemig who is a Professor of Church History at Luther Seminary. She was engaging,
knowledgeable and thought provoking. Her message was titled “Free, Free, Free…For What?” She
related that the people during Luther’s time were very fearful. Fearful that grace wasn’t enough,
fearful they weren’t doing enough good works, fearful that God was constantly evaluating them and
fearful that they weren’t measuring up enough to avoid hell or purgatory. Luther at the time had the
same fears. However, through his studies and God’s mercy, Luther came to realize that GRACE is
given freely by God. Good works were not key but God’s Word and faith were!
The evening ended with a prayer service…several repetitive songs along with silent reflective time.
On Saturday, Bishop Beaudoin officially opened the Synod Assembly and gave his report
followed by other reports. Everything was pretty straight forward, no major issues.
Dr. Mary Jane Haemig returned as a keynote speaker. Her message was “What Kind of God.”
This focused on prayer. Luther used Old Testament examples to teach prayer. In Genesis 15:2-6
Abraham is struggling with doubt and despair. For Luther, Abraham is an example of what to do in
times of trial – trust God, pour out your complaints to Him and commend your cause to God.
Dr. Haemig continued with other examples from the Old Testament that related to prayer.
Luther stated a good prayer has three parts. “The first requirement of a good prayer is that it gives
thanks to God. The second part is “either the complaint or the mention of need.” The third part is to
request what you want.
Saturday afternoon, the assembly members voted on the general election. We voted on a few
changes in provisions and bylaws to the constitution and we voted to adopt a bylaw change to allow
greater flexibility in the scheduling of future NWOS Assemblies. A regular meeting of the Synod
Assembly shall be held at least triennially. An assembly will be held in 2018, followed by an Assembly
in 2020. There will be no assembly in 2019.
Our assembly ended with a Eucharist service led by Bishop Daniel Beaudoin... His message:
“It’s time to dance to the beat of a new rhythm…Love God…Love and serve your neighbor!” Amen!
Blessings,
Rich and Mary Ann Bevington

As We Were

Weekday Church School Staff
1953-1954
(L to R) Rev. Theodore Stellhorn, Jr., Cordelia “Dede” Stellhorn, Shirley Wolber, Rev. David Wolber,
Myra Horan, & Laura Long (Stellhorn)

Put This on Your Calendars!
Zion Annual Picnic
August 20th 12:30pm
Shoreline Park

Deadline to submit articles and announcements for June's Zionews
is Friday, June 23, 2017. Please submit articles in a digital format.
Email all submissions to Lori Harris - loriharris@zionsandusky.org

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Council Meeting
May 10, 2017 - 7:00 p.m.
CALL TO ORDER: President Richard Bevington called the meeting to order at
7:02 p.m.
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APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Andy Gundlach
made a motion to approve the amended Agenda
added to Old Business “Policies &
Procedures” and under New Business to add

M
in

CORRESPONDENCE: Was read by Lori Harris.
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op
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OPENING PRAYER & HYMN: Andy Gundlach led Council
in prayer and singing Hymn #731 “Earth and All Stars!”

ed

ROLL CALL: Rev. Eric Bodenstab, Carolyn Steinfeldt, AiM, Carol Albert,
Richard Bevington, Andy Gundlach, Tim Kostel, Judy McEowen, Carla
Mitchell, and Lori Harris, Recording Secretary. Absent: Nancy Kinsel,
Darlene Lowery and Wendy Schonhardt

“Shared Ministry Contracts” and “Constitution Resolution.” Carla Mitchell
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Andy Gundlach made a motion to approve the
Council Meeting Minutes of 4/12/17 as written. Carol Albert seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
STAFF REPORTS:
Pastor Eric – written report was shared highlighting some topics of conversation;
Good Samaritan Committee, Building Use policy, Saturday night worship service Worship & Praise Song Book and Marriage Policy cost update for 2018.
Carolyn Steinfeldt – shared her written report noting
2017
that 3 students would be confirmed 5/14/17 at the
Congregational Council
10:30 worship service. Carla Mitchell made a motion
to approve Lexis Broughton, Savannah Castello and
Richard Bevington
President
Olivia Stacklin to be affirmed on 5/14/17. Carol
Albert seconded the motion, motion carried. Carla
Carol Albert
Mitchell made a motion to approve the following
Worship & Music
individuals into the membership of Zion; Erin
Karen Dehn
Bodenstab, Debby Kaufman, Walter Kaufman and
Youth & Young Adults
Mickenzie Criswell. Andy Gundlach seconded the
Andrew Gundlach
motion, motion carried.
Secretary/Treasurer

Jim Johnson
Finance/Administration
Nancy Kinsel
Vice President
Tim Kostel
Property & Facilities
Darlene Lowery
Parish Life
Judy McEowen
Outreach
Carla Mitchell
Faith Formation
Wendy Schonhardt
Mission/Stewardship

TREASURER’S REPORT: Andy Gundlach reviewed
the Invoice List totaling $19,193.53. Carla Mitchell
made a motion to approve the invoice list, Tim Kostel
seconded the motion. Motion carried. The Treasurer’s
report was shared. Carla Mitchell made a motion to
approve the Treasurer’s Report as presented. Tim
Kostel seconded the motion. Motion carried.
FLAMe: Judy McEowen shared the FLAMe minutes
of 4/17/17. There have been some minor changes with
the FLAMe Rules of Governance. Judy McEowen
made a motion at accept the changes as presented. Jim
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried. John
Mears has resigned from FLAMe, a replacement will
be sought. Lori Harris to send out email with opening.

MINISTRY TEAMS REPORTS:
• Faith Formation – Carla Mitchell reported that the staff is in place for VBS
and a workday/orientation has been set. Rally Day is 9/10/17. A Faith
Formation Retreat is scheduled for 10/7/17 to vision future opportunities.
• Worship/Music – Carol Albert reported that Hiland High School Choir will
participate in the 5/14/17 10:30 worship service. Worship Leaders for the
quarter have been scheduled.
• Parish Life – Darlene Lowery absent – no report.
• Outreach – Judy McEowen stated that the First Responder (God’s Work Our
Hand’s) breakfast will be September 9/16/17 at St. Paul.
• Youth/Young Adult – Karen Dehn reported that there were three candidates
for the Shared Ministry Youth Coordinator position. Jennifer Parkison has
been recommended for the position.
• Finance/Administration – Jim Johnson stated that the May Zionews has been
mailed. Offering Counters are scheduled.
• Property/Facilities – Tim Kostel shared his written report. There were 20
people who helped with the Church clean-up day. Work was done both inside
and out. Andy Gundlach made a motion to replace the pitchers and cups with
small water bottles in the sanctuary. Tim Kostel seconded the motion, motion
carried.
• Mission/Stewardship – Wendy Schonhardt absent, written report was shared.
OLD BUSINESS:
• Ministry Team Policies and Procedures will be addressed in June. Team
Leaders should submit the report showing proposed changes.
NEW BUSINESS:
• Shared Ministry Agreement with St. Paul, Zion and St. John Sandusky was
reviewed the contract was signed by Larry Reidy, Richard Bevington, Brent
Gardner & Robert Krawetzki dated 5/8/17 for the term of one year. It was
moved by Carla Mitchell to enter into this agreement. Judy McEowen
seconded the motion, motion carried. Carla Mitchell made a motion to
approve the Shared Ministry Youth Coordinator and Family Ministry dated
5/8/17 signed by the same individual above. Jim Johnson seconded the
motion, motion carried. Jim Johnson made a motion to accept the
recommendation of Jennifer Parkison and the proposed compensation that of
which will be shared equally between Zion and St. Paul. Carla Mitchell
seconded the motion, motion carried. Carolyn will be the “Supervisor” for this

position.
• Constitution Resolution – Pastor Eric recommended adopting a resolution on
the Council Agenda. “To fulfill the requirement of C13.01, second paragraph,
the Executive Committee along with the called rostered leaders resolve that
the agenda set forth in R17.01.03 be the approved council agenda for each
month until this resolution expires (12/31/17).”
ADJOURNMENT: Meeting adjourned at 8:40 p.m. with The Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Lori Harris, Recording Secretary

Church Email Addresses
Pastor Eric Bodenstab: pastoreric@zionsandusky.org
Carolyn Steinfeldt, AiM: csteinaim@zionsandusky.org
Lori Harris, Office Admin.: loriharris@zionsandusky.org
Lori Wobser, Office Secretary: loriwobser@zionsandusky.org

Church Websites
www.zionsandusky.org (Zion Lutheran Church)
www.nwos-elca.org (Northwestern Ohio Synod)
www.elca.org (Evangelical Lutheran Church in America)

Vacation Bible School Information
Zion Lutheran Church, 2017
Registration Form
Student’s Name
____________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Name
____________________________________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Numbers: Home _____________________ Cell ________________________

Work _______________________

Age Information
Date of birth ____________________________________ Age ________________________
Last school grade completed ________________________________________________
Home Church_______________________________________________________________________________________
Allergies/Medical Information/Other
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Emergency Contacts
Name _________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________
Name _________________________________________________ Phone ______________________________
Dismissal Information
Name(s) of person(s) who may pick up this child from VBS
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
Other Information (church use only)
Are parents helping with Cave Quest VBS? _______________ If yes, where? ___________________________
Return completed form to: Carolyn Steinfeldt
Zion Lutheran Church
503 Columbus Ave.
Sandusky, OH 44870
There may be occasion during VBS for photos to be taken of the children. If you do not want your child
photographed, please sign: _____________________________________________________________

•

June 2017
Communion is Offered at Each Service

Rev. Dr. Eric L. Bodenstab

