
                       

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Fifth Sunday in Lent, March 29, 2020 

10:30 a.m. Radio Broadcast  
 

Rev. Dr. Eric. L. Bodenstab, Pastor              Deacon Carolyn Steinfeldt 
503 Columbus Avenue, Sandusky, OH  44870 

 (419) 625-2112    zionelc@zionsandusky.org  www.zionsandusky.org 
   

Our 10:30 a.m. service is broadcast each Sunday over                       
WLEC 1450 AM and 93.5 FM 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Introduction to the Day 

In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising 

Lazarus from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God 

breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile or living in the 

shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of 

resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be 

raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will welcome the 

newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in our 

baptism. 
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GATHERING 

 

    PRELUDE:     When I Survey the Wondrous Cross     Mason/Wood 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 

from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love 

you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 

ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 

ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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GATHERING SONG: Christ, the Life of All the Living (ELW 339) 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

   Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

   Christ, yourself for me once giving 

   to the darkest depths of woe: 

   through your suff'ring, death, and merit 

   life eternal I inherit. 

   Thousand, thousand thanks are due, 

   dearest Jesus, unto you. 

 

2 You have suffered great affliction 

   and have borne it patiently, 

   even death by crucifixion, 

   fully to atone for me; 

   for you chose to be tormented 

   that my doom should be prevented. 

   Thousand, thousand thanks are due,   

   dearest Jesus, unto you. 

 

3 Then, for all that bought my pardon, 

   for the sorrows deep and sore, 

   for the anguish in the garden, 

   I will thank you evermore; 

   thank you for the groaning, sighing, 

   for the bleeding and the dying, 

   for that last triumphant cry, 

   praise you evermore on high. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray. Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us 

all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, 

that we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in 

righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

WORD 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as 

a nation, though dead in exile, will live again in their land through 

God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that through 

this vision they will know that “I am the Lord.” 

 

A reading from Ezekiel. 

 
1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by 

the spirit of the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 

was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 

many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 

“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 

know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 

them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord 

GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon 

you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 

live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
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  7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came 

together, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 

them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 

but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to 

the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 

Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 

these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded 

me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on 

their feet, a vast multitude. 

  11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house 

of Israel. They say, „Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; 

we are cut off completely.‟ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 

Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, and bring 

you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 

the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I 

open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 
14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 

you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have 

spoken and will act, says the LORD.” 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 130 

 

 
   1Out | of the depths 

  I cry to | you, O LORD; 

 2O LORD, | hear my voice! 

  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my |   

      supplication. 

 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 

  O LORD, | who could stand? 

 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 

  in order that you | may be feared. R 

 5I wait for you, O LORD; | my soul waits; 

  in your word | is my hope. 

 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep   

      watch | for the morning, 

  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 

 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is | steadfast  

      love; 

  with the LORD there is plen- | teous redemption. 

 8For the LORD shall | redeem Israel 

  from | all their sins. R 

 

 

 

 



8 

 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:6-11 

For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy 

Spirit. The driving force behind our actions and values is not our 

sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by which God 

raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 
 

A reading from Romans. 
 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 

Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 

flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God‟s law—indeed it 

cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the 

Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of 

Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the 

body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of 

righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 

dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 

your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 

Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. 

Then, in a dramatic scene, he calls his friend out of the tomb and 

restores him to life. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 

and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord 

with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 

was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom 

you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does 

not lead to death; rather it is for God‟s glory, so that the Son of God 

may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved 

Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus 

was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

  7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 

again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now 

trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 

answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk 

during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 

world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is 

not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus 

has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 

right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 

they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus 

told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was 

not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, 

who was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 

that we may die with him.” 

  17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in 

the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two 

miles away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that 

Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at 

home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
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brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will 

give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your 

brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I 

am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 

though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 

Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 

coming into the world.” 

  28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 

Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for 

you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. 
30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 

place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 

the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 

followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 

to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him,  

she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, 

my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, 

and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 

disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you 

laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to 

weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of 

them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man 

have kept this man from dying?” 

  38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 

cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the 

stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 

already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 

would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And 

Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard 

me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 

sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you 

sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, 

“Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
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bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 

said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 

seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666) 

1 What wondrous love is this, 

   O my soul, O my soul! 

   What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 

   What wondrous love is this 

   that caused the Lord of bliss 

   to bear the dreadful curse 

   for my soul, for my soul, 

   to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 

2 When I was sinking down, 

   sinking down, sinking down, 

   when I was sinking down, sinking down, 

   when I was sinking down 

   beneath God's righteous frown, 

   Christ laid aside his crown 

   for my soul, for my soul, 

   Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 

3 To God and to the Lamb 

   I will sing, I will sing; 

   to God and to the Lamb I will sing; 

   to God and to the Lamb, 

   who is the great I AM, 

   while millions join the theme, 

   I will sing, I will sing, 

   while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
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4 And when from death I'm free, 

   I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

   and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on; 

   and when from death I'm free, 

   I'll sing God's love for me, 

   and through eternity 

   I'll sing on, I'll sing on; 

   and through eternity I'll sing on. 

 

APOSTLES‟ CREED 

    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven 

and earth. 

    I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose 

again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right 

hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. 

    I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

God of life, bind your faithful people into one body. Enliven the 

church with your Spirit and bless the work of those who work for its 

renewal (like Hans Nielsen Hauge, whom we commemorate today). 

Accomplish your work of salvation in us and through us, for the 

sake of the world. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of life, you love the world you have made and you grieve when 

creation suffers. Restore polluted lands and waterways. Heal areas 

of the world ravaged by storms, floods, wildfires, droughts, or other 

natural disasters (especially). Bring all things to new life. Hear us, O 

God. 

Your mercy is great. 
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God of life, show redemption to all who watch and wait with eager 

expectation: those longing for wars to cease, those waiting for 

immigration paperwork to finalize, those seeking election, and those 

in dire need of humanitarian relief. Come quickly with your hope. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you weep with those who grieve. Unbind all who are 

held captive by anxiety, despair, or pain (especially). Fill us with 

compassion and empathy for those who struggle, and keep us 

faithful in prayer. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, we give thanks for opportunities for this congregation to 

collaborate with our community in caring for the needs of our 

neighbors. (Particular ministry partnerships may be named.) 

Strengthen our ties with other local congregations, agencies, and 

services. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

God of life, you are our resurrection. We remember all those who 

have died and trust that, in you, they will live again (especially). 

Breathe new life into our dry bones, that we, too, might live with 

you forever. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 
 

According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our 

prayers as we commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

LORD‟S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

 and ever. Amen. 
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SENDING 

 

BLESSING 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

forever. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Restore in Us, O God (ELW 328) 

1 Restore in us, O God, 

   the splendor of your love; 

   renew your image in our hearts, 

   and all our sins remove. 
 

2 O Spirit, wake in us 

   the wonder of your pow'r; 

   from fruitless fear unfurl our lives 

   like springtime bud and flow'r. 
 

3 Bring us, O Christ, to share 

   the fullness of your joy; 

   baptize us in the risen life 

   that death cannot destroy. 
 

4 Three-personed God, fulfill 

   the promise of your grace, 

   that we, when all our searching ends, 

   may see you face to face. 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

We live as friends following Jesus. 

We worship and work together across generations. 

 

DISMISSAL 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 POSTLUDE:              Cross of Jesus         Stainer/Broughton 
 

 
Material in this bulletin is reprinted under One License #729344-A, Augsburg Fortress Liscense #SAS007009, and CCLI #11559147.  From sundaysandseasons.com.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.. Used 
by permission  
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Christ, the Life of All the Living.  Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.  Public Domain. One License 
#729344-A 
 
Restore in Us, O God.  Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  Reprinted under CCLI # 11559147 
 
What Wondrous Love Is This. Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt. Reprinted under One License #729344-A 
 

 

 

Prayer List 

 

Margaret Jimmy  Caleb  

Virginia  Keith Lisa  

Emily Mary  Gary  

Jan  Charles  Bill  

Susan Buzz  Sheila  

Emmalyn  Roger  Esther  

Rhonda  Angela  John  

Michael  Gloria  Erin  

Barb  Jessica  Keith  

Carol  Janet  Joelean  

Lyn  Lee  Sarah  

Hope  Brigitte  Howard  

Delores  Virginia  Allyson  

Carol  Bob  Ella  

Micah  Garth  Dean  

Rod  John  Ellis  

Shirley  Eric  Gary  

Sandy  Janice  Jala 

Martha  Marilyn Sylvia 

David Kathy Larry 

Jordan Dale  
 

 

*The Family of Sharon Coe 

 


